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A Brief Treatiſe on the Divine Manifeftations, and 
A Defence of our Lord's Pre-exiſtence confidered 

in a Practical View, having given much ſatisfation 
to ſome judicious and ſerious chriſtians, encourages the 
author to ſet forth the following defence of another 
evangelical doctrine of great importance, but which is 
often miſrepreſented and miſunderſtood. He hopes it will 
be intelligible to the capacities of the meaneſt, who de- 
| light in the ſacred writings, and be received with can- 
 dour by all. It contains the ſentiments of one, who has 
Spent many years in ſtudying the ſcriptures, and has 
never preached or publiſhed any thing, but with the 
fulleſt condiction of its being a doctrine according to truth 
and conſequently according to godlineſs. He has always 
diſliked, and never adopted (in treating of aivine 
things ) phraſes of human inventiou* ; nor, on the 
other 


* The term Pre-exiſtence may be oljected to, as of that 
fort, but it is uſed to prevent a circumlocution in a title 
page, where brevity is abſolutely neceſſary, whilſt at the 
fame time the defign of a publication ſhould be clearly 


made known, 


(iv ) 

ether hand, wentured to reject the phraſeology of the 
inſpired penmen, for what is termed the rational 
FHle. 
Die ſcriptures appear to him alone able to make us 
gviſe unto ſalvation, and whatever the bleſſed Feſus 
taught, or his diſciples have written, he receives as the 
oracles of God, implicitly ſubmiting, for religious in- 
ſtruction, to thofe who were illuminated, and raiſed up 
to illuminate the world, by Him whoſe underſtanding 
is infinite. 
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p 70 8 in the Lord have I righteouſneſs and 


ſtrength,” has been juſtly termed the chriſtian's 
motto. All his joy is in the Lord, and he put- 
eth his whole truſt in his name. Whilſt ſolicitous, 
anxiouſly ſolicitous, above all thing whatever, to do 
the will of his heavenly Father, and to walk worthy 
of Chriſt, who hath called him to his kingdom and 
glory, he acknowledges and he feels the truth of our 
Saviour's declaration,“ After ye have done all, ye are 
but unprofitable ſervants (a).“ His hopes of enjoying 

an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
5 fadeth not away, reſerved for him in heaven, are not 
built upon the good opinion he has of his beſt ſer- 

vices ; on the contrary he is aſhamed and humbled, 

becauſe of the fins and imperfections, which attend 

them. His hopes of acceptance are entirely grounded 

on the mercy of God, through the redemption that is 

in 


— _— 


Fm 5 (a) Luke xvii. 10. 
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in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto us righte- 
ouſneſs (6). Who having himſelf, and he only, ful- 
filled all righteouſneſs, is able to ſave, unto the utter- 
moſt, all that come unto God, through him, and to 
prelent them faulcleis before the preſence of the divine 
glory. 

'There is ſalvation in no other (c), and therefore 
to him does the chriſtian look, as the Saviour of 
God's own providing, who can be juſt to maintain 
the honour of his laws, and yet the juſtifier of 
all them who believe in Jeſus (4). Vet ſuch, at 
preſent, is the imperſection of our knowledge, and the 
narrowneſs of our views, that no doctrine can be ſet 
forth, to which ſome objection may not be ſtarted ; no 
truth, either of natural or revealed religion, ſuggeſted 
to our confideration, but that ſome arguments or other 
may be oppoſed, requiring attention of mind ſatis- 
factorily to anſwer them. 

What doctrine is more neceſſary to be enlarged on, 
to encourage the repentance of guilty offending crea- 
tures, than the mercy and grace of God? Yet when the 
apoſtle Paul ſet forth this doctrine, there were ſome 
ready to ſay, Let us continue in fin that grace may 
abound (e). The conduct of too many profeſſors 
makes it appear very plain, that this mode of reaſon- 


ing 


(5) 1 Cor. i. 30. (c) Acts iv. 18. (4) Rom, iii. 26, 
(e) Rom. vi, 1, 15. 7 


(4 


ing is frequently adopted, though all who give 4 
proper attention to the ſcriptures, will be ready to 
anſwer, with holy indignation, God forvid. How 
ſhall we who are dead to fin, or who know we ought 
to be dying daily to it, live any longer therein ? 
However any may corrupt the word, we know that 
thoſe to whom forgiveneſs is preached, ought to 
have their fruit unto holineſs, and thus the end ſhall 
be everlaſting life (7). So becauſe God often brings 
good out of evil, and makes the wrath of man to 
praiſe him, the language of the perverſe has been, 
Let us do evil that good may come. Nevertheleſs 
their damnation is juſt (g); for though God can 
bring good out of evil, yet it is the plain duty of 
every reaſonable creature to forſake the evil and to do 


The faith and the patience of the ſaints have been 
tried and proved by perſecution, and the cauſe of 
truth gained a wider ſpread, and a firmer eſlabliſh- 
ment by their ſufferings ; yet thoſe who proudly and 
. cruelly inflicted thoſe ſufferings had no ſuch deſigns 
in view, and therefore expoſed themſelves to the juſt 
anger of the Lord, who will judge and avenge the 
cauſe of his people. If any, taking occaſion from 
the words of St. Paul, ſhould repreſent works of 

righteouſneſs 


— — — 


) Rom. vi. 22. (g) Rom. iii. 8. 


—— 


: CS. 
righteouſneſs as unneceſſary, in thoſe who ſeek the 
ſalvation which is through Jeſus Chriſt, with eternal 
glory, becauſe it is by mercy and grace that we are 
ſaved, and not of works, leſt any man ſhonld boaſt (5); 
they would ſeparate what God hath joined. Our beſt 
works can never merit ſalvation, yet without holi- 
neſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord (i). Now ſecing the 
exhortations in the ſcriptures to holineſs are fo fre- 
quent and ſtrong, and thoſe who have endeavoured to 
do the will of their heavenly Father are the conſtant 
ſubjects of commendation and applauſe, and yet at 
the ſame time it is declared that there is no merit in 
the moſt perfect obedience, even of the beſt : ſeeing 
theſe things are ſo, it is the deſign of the following 
pages, to ſet forth the motives which will effectually 
prevail, upon ſerious perſons, though they entirely 
renounce their own righteouſneſs, to ſtrive neverthe- 
Icſs after being holy in all manner of converſation and 
to abound in every good word and work, If this 
be done, it will appear that we ought to aſcribe the 
glory of our ſalvation, where it is due, to the mercy 
of God, in Chriſt Jeſus, 
One properly inſtructed in the doQrines of the 
goſpel will, in the | . | 
Firft Place, endeavour to abound in good works, 
as 


— — —_ 
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(4) Eph, ii. 9. (i) Heb, xi. 14. 
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as they afford plain evidences of our having ſome love 
and veneration for our heavenly Father, 

Worthy actions, a holy converſation, a conduct, 
regulated by* the commands of the goſpel, are well 
pleaſing in the ſight of God ; for the righteous Lord 
loveth righteouſneſs and his countenance beholdeth 
the upright (4). The chriſtian having been thus 
taught by the divine word, is defirous of giving the 
required proof of love and veneration for the Al- 
mighty. When we are in the preſence of thoſe whom 
we reſpect and love, we refrain from what we think 
would be diſpleaſing to them, though in its nature 
innocent and agreeable to our own inclinations. We 
never propoſe amuſements which we know would be 
perfectly diſagreeable to thoſe whom we wiſh to pleaſe, 
nor ſet thoſe things before our friends, however 
good in themſelves, to which we have heard them 
expreſs a diſlike. Our ſtudy is to ſuit our behaviour 
to their taſte, and to provide ſuch entertainment as 
we imagine will afford them ſatisfaction. 

Now the chriſtian, convinced that he is always in 
the preſence of a holy God, who taketh pleaſure in 
thoſe that fear him, and whoſe delight is with ſuch as 
keep his commandments, will expreſs his reverence 
to the divine Majeſty, by that behaviour of which he 

B hath 
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(4) Pſalm xi. 7. 
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hath declared his approbation. Without thinking 
there 13 any merit in his beſt obedience, he will never- 
theleſs obey from the heart all his commandments, 
knowing that the obedience of the heart is a ſacrifice, 
with which God hath declared himſelf to be well 
pleaſed. One who knows the world will, as far as 
he innocently can, conform to the company he 1s with, 
and, if they are his ſuperiors, reſtrain his own humour 
out of reſpect to them. 

This ſame motive, though with unſpeakably more 
force and eficacy, will form the minds of all the ſerious 
and conſiderate, to thoſe deſires after higher and 
higher attainments in pure and holy diſpoſitions, which 
mav make it evident that the fear of God has full 
poſſeſſion of their ſouls, and that they ſtand conti- 
nually in awe of his preſence, They know it is im- 
poſſible that the Almighty can look down upon them 
with an eye of favour ; they know that their fellow 
creatures will never give any credit to their pro- 
feſſions of love to and fear of him, unleſs their actions 
ſhew how ſenſible they are of his conſtant preſence, 
how deſirous of always acting as ſeeing and being ſeen 
by him who is inviſible, Nearly allied to this there- 
fore is a | j 

Second Motive, to abound in works of righteouſneſs, 
they will tend to prove the ſincerity of our faith in 
his Son. 


The 


„ 


The tree is known by its fruits, and unleſs we ſhew 
our faith by our works, men who can look only to the 
outward appearance will never believe that our faith 
is of any value, and will be rather inclined to think 
that we have no faith in the goſpel at all. It is 
poſſible for a man to be firmly perſuaded of the truth 
of the goſpel, who does not take any care to obey its 
commands. A man may believe the inſpired writings 
as he does other hiſtorical truths, without expe- 
riencing a divine power renewing his finful nature. 
'The fincere believer, well knowing that a firm faith 
in the Son of God can alone lay the foundation of 
any good hope as to happineſs in the better and eter- 
nal world, and deſirous therefore from a compaſſionate 
regard to the beſt intereſt of his fellow creatures, of 
converting as many as he can, in order to induce 
them to become converts, will ſtrive to make it appear 
that this faith is a lively and powerful n of 
holy obedience. 

Jeſus Chriſt hath declared; “ Ye are my friends. if 


ye do whatſoever I command you(/),*” and? By this 


ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples if ye have 
love one to another (], the proper exerciſe of which 


love includes a number of important dutics. This 


evidence therefore of being a ſincere diſciple, all who 
x B2 truly 


— — 
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(%) John XV. 14. (n) xiii. 35. 
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truly believe in the Lord Jeſus will be deſirous of 
giving. They rgmember and attend to the command, 

« Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may 

ſee your good works and glority your Father who is 

in heaven (a). They will ftrive as much as lies in 
their power to exclude every tendency to vanity and 
oſtentation, making it the chief matter of their deſire 

that God in all things may be glorified through Jeſus 

Chriſt, They will not only be ready to impart of 
their ſubſtance to thoſe who are in diſtreſs, but if 
called upon, forſake houſes and lands, parents and 
children, yea give up their own lives as evidences of 
their firm belief in Jeſus the Son of the Moſt High, 
to whoſe ſervice the bodies, and lives, and hearts, 
and fouls, of all his real diſciples will be ever 
devoted, : 

When chriſtians act as they ought, men will take 
knowledge of them, that they have been with Jeſus, 
and this will be a powerful motive with them, to be 
always intent upon acting as they ought. To win 
ſouls to the obedience of faith will be their ruling, 
governing defire, and convinced that nothing can 
prove their faith ſincere, but the being holy in all 
manner of converſation, it will be their reſolution thus 
to ſerve the Lord Chrift ; for, 


Thirdly, 


— co 


(z) Matt. v. 16. 
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Thirdly, Our abounding in works of righteouſneſs. 
will tend to promote the happineſs of our fellow 
creatures, 

Truly evangelical was the ſpirit with which David 
expreſſes himſelf in the 16th Pialm. «© Oh, my ſoul, 
thou haſt ſaid unto the Lord, thou art my Lord : my 
goodneſs extendeth not to thee : but to the ſaints that 
are in the earth, and to the excellent in whom is all 
my delight.” God is exalted above all blefling, and 
honour, and glory, and praiſe, and he chargeth even 
his angels with folly. The thought or idea of pro- 
fiting him by our ſervices, is as remote as can be from 
every mind enlightened with the knowledge of his truth. 
Yet ſeeing our lot is caft with men, who are made 
after the image of God,whoſe good we can promote, 
whoſe happineſs we may advance, and that in various 
ways, this we ſhall be always careful to do. Moſt 
gracious andencouraging are the words of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, reſpecting acts of charity, **Foraſmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe, my bre- 
thren, ye have done it unto me(o).” This thought 
will inſpire us with ardor, in all our attempts ta 
advance the welfare of our fellow creatures, that 
they are the children of God, and it our fellow 


chriſtians that they are the brethren of Chrift, and 


when, 


” 
: — mY > | 


* ; (e) Matt. xxv. 40. 


2 
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when, properly influenced by theſe noble and ani- 
mating motives, we ſhall never be weary of well- 
doing. 

'There is ſomething ſo pleaſing to generous minds 
in theexerciſe of the benevolent affections, that many 
kind and humane actions are done by perſons but 
little influenced by religious conſiderations. There 
is ſomething amiable and lovely in the effuſions of 
a feeling heart, and thoſe, who are born from above 
taſte the delight proceeding from it in all its ſweet- 
neſs. But none will be ſo powerfully conſtrained 
to acts of generoſity and humanity as thoſe who are 
influenced by the conviction that God has made of 
one blood every creature of the human race, and 
that Jeſus, the compaſſionate Saviour, has died for 
all. To promote the happineſs of ſuch, by giving 
them good inſtruction and advice—reclaiming them 
from error and fin—exhorting them to the practice 
of every duty—and by communicating of our help, 
and of our ſubſtance, in acts of charity—will be al- 
ways ſtrong incitements with the diſciples of Jeſus to 
labour abundantly. 

The fear that any levity in their conduct, any 
behaviour unſuitable to their profeſſion, would 
bring reproach upon religion, and weaken its effect, 
upon the hearts and lives of their fellow creatures, 
will be a powerful motive to reſtrain them from 


ſin. 


$4 


'» 


(35) 


ſin. On the contrary, the hope that a regular, 
exemplary, worthy conduct will prevail upon thoſe 
who are of the ſame nature to regard the things, 
which will beſt promote their preſent welfare 
and their eternal happineſs, cannot fail of engaging 
them, or nothing will, to be rich in good works. 
Once more, 

Fourthly, Good works are neceſſary qualifications 
to our being admitted into the inheritance of the 
ſaints in light, | 

There is a vaſt difference between the being qua- 
lified for heaven and meriting heaven. Thoſe who 
walk with Chriſt in white robes, becauſe they are 
worthy, and thoſe who are ſaid to have a right to 
the tree of life, are accounted worthy, and obtain 
this right through the gracious appointment of God, 
who hath, in his infinite gouducſs, annexed ſuch 
rewards to a courſe of behaviour, which could not 
poſſibly merit them. Into the New Jeruſalem 
nothing that is defiled ſhall enter(p).” Of this 
all who read. the goſpel are fully aſſured. The 
pure in heart, and they only, ſhall ſee God and there- 
fore to be made clean from iniquity, to be ſancti- 
fied throughout in body, ſoul, and ſpirit, will be the 
unceaſing wiſh, aim, and endeavour of alt who are 

deſirous 


TY — 


(p) Rev. xxi. 27. 


( 16 ) 


deſirous of being joined to the church of the firſt. 
born, whoſe names names are written in heaven. 

If an earthly potentate ſhould command thoſe 
whom he had diſtinguiſhed by places of honour and 
truſt, or whom he deſigned to raiſe to the higheſt 
dignities in the ſta e, merely from his ſpecial grace 
and favour, to appear at court, at certain ſeaſons, 
in a particular dreſs, which they could eafily pro- 
cure, no one ſurely who defired his favour would 
attempt to appear without this dreſs, and yet who 
would ſay that the putting it on gave a title in point 
of merit to the rank and power to which the prince 
might exalt them ? The being cloathed in the 
appointed dreſs, though a neceſſary qualification, 
would nevertheleſs leave abundant room for the 
exerciſe of gratitude, nor would the kindneſs and 
generoſity of the prince be at all leſſened, becauſe 
the ſubje& complied with this order. Eye hath 
not ſeen nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
the heart of man to conceive the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him (g).“ We never 
then can merit heaven; but if there be any thing 
which, in conſequence of a divine appointment, 
would qualify us for it, to obtain this qualification 
will be the firſt wiſh and labour of our ſouls. 


Do 
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(g) 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
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Do not theſe arguments fully prove, that though 
chriſtians may utterly renouace their own righteouſ- 
neſs as totally inſufficient to render them worthy of 
the reward which is laid up in heaven: though 
they aſcribe all their ſalvation to grace, to free, rich 
unmerited grace, yet that nevertheleſs this 1s a doc- 


trine according to godlinefs? That there are not- 


withſtanding motives ſufficient to prevail, and are 
they not ſuch as have effectually prevailed upon thou- 
ſands, and tens of thouſands, to be holy in all man- 
ner of converſation, and to adorn the doctrine of God 
their Saviour in all things ? : 

It is very ſtriking and affecting to read in the 
hiſtory of the martyrs, concerning men who forſook 
all and followed Chriſt, whoſe conduct in private life 
was molt exemplary, their piety moſt dillingniſhed, 
their behaviour reſpecting their fellow creatures moſt 
laudable : who chcarfully reſigned not merely the 
the riches and emoluments, but the comforts, con- 
veniences, and neceſſarics of life; who ſubmitted to 
impriſonment, torture and death, giving themſelves 
alive to the burning flames, rather than make ſhip- 


| wreck of faith and a good conicience, or be guilty of 


any thing which had the appearance of diſſimulation 
in the ſacred concerns of religion. If any had 
whereof to boaſt theſe were the men, yet in nothing 
was the language of their expiring breath more uni- 


form, than in their utter renunciation of any, the 


leaſt dependance on their merits and righteoulneſs, 
C They 


6 


They had uniformly the humbleſt ſenſe of their 
utter unworthineſs to appear before God, and built 
all their hopes of acceptance on the riches of his mercy 
in Chriſt Jcſus, through the ſhedding of whoſe blood 
they hoped for the pardon of their fins, and an inhe- 
ritance amongſt all thoſe who were ſanctiſied. How 
is it poſſivle, that on a ſerious review of his conduct, 
any human creature can bear the idea of approaching 
before a being of perſect purity and holineſs, without 
ſomething to plead independent of the beſt righteouſ- 
neſs of his own ? 

Shall we not all ſay with the eminently pious Mrs. 
Rowe, in a letter written to an honoured beloved 
friend (y), the day before her death, when inwardly 
perſuaded that ſhe was about to come and appear 
before God ? Surely there are few, if any, who will 
not chearfully join their voices, into whoſe minds the 
glorious light of the goſpel of Jeſus hath ſhined. 
4 To him that loved us and waſhed us in his blood, 
«* ſhall we aſcribe immortal glory, dominion, and 
«« praiſe, for ever. This is all my falvation, all my 
„ hope. That name in whom the gentiles truſt, in 
« whom all the families of the earth are bleſſed, is 
„ now my glorious, my k unfailing confidence, In 
his worth alone I expect to ſtand juſtified, before 
« infinite purity and juſtice. How poor were my 
«« hopes if I depanded on thoſe works which my vanity 

. cf or 


(+) The Duchels of Somerſet, 
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cor the partiality of men have called good; and 
«« which if examined by divine purity would per- 
„ haps prove but ſpecious ſins. The beſt actions of 
« my life would be found defective, if brought to 
*« the teſt of that unblemiſhed holineſs, in whole tight 
the heavens are not clean. What were my hopes 
but for a Redeemer's merit and atonement ? 
© How deſperate, how undone my condition ! 
With the utmoſt advantages I could boaſt, I thould 
*«« ſep back and tremble at the thoughts of appear- 
ing before the unblemiſhed Majeſty. Oh, Jeſus, 
* what harmony dwells in thy nome? Celctial 
joy and immortal lite are in the found. Let angels 
«« ſet thee to their golden harps, let the ranſomed 
* nations for ever magnity thee,” 

The never to be forgotten Mr. Howard whole life 
was ſpent in, and his death occaſioned by, the moſt 
diſintereſted acts of benevolence, thus expreſſed him- 
ſelf in his laſt will, My immortal ſpirit I caſt on the 
«« ſovereign mercy of God through Jeſus Chriſt, who 
is the Lord my ſtrength and my ſong, and ] truſt 
„is become my falvation.” He ordered alſo this 
motto on his tomb, Ses mea Chriftus, Chrilt is my 
hope(s). 

C.2 This 


1 — * 
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* — 


(s) As no man had a mere extenſive knowledge of 
the world than he, having converied with perionages 
of the firtrank in life, and with thoſe in the meaneſt 
ſtations; with characters eminent for virtue and 
pieLy, 


* 


4 
1 
8 : 
. 
12 


3 — 2. 
= * V5. \ * 3 , 5 2 F Wh e . m * u. * 
hy mo * wy 2 


- LA & me ny 


ys 4 "+: " 


— 


7 

* 

; 
4 


13 


This is the language of genuine poſpel humility. 
« 'The icriptures of the old and new teſtament give 
© us the grand |t vicws of the glory and dipnity of 
„ the perſon of Chrift, and likewiſe inſiſt much on 
«© his kumiliation, and the infinite value of his ſuFer- 
„ ings as the price of our redemption. Nothing 
can more plaialy ſhew the guilt and miſery of man, 
„than that io great a perſon ſhould be employed in 
«« reſcuing him, ſo infinite a price paid for his 
«« ranſom(2)'?. 

Some good and benevolent minds may here be diſ— 
poſed to aſk one queſtion, If ſalvation is to be obtained 
only through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, what are we to 
think of the ſtate ot thoſe who have never heard of 
his name ? To this an eaſy anfwer may be given. 
It is aſſerted in holy writ that in every nation he 
that fear-th God and worketh righteouſneſs ſhall be 
accepted of him, and that the gentiles who have not 
the law are a law unto themſelves (2). 


If 
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piety, and the moſt abandoned and wretched ; fo 
no man was more fully perſuaded than he of the 
univerſal depravity of human nature. He had 
often explicitly renounced all pretenſions to merit 
by all the good works he had performed, and had an 
humble triumph in the proſpect of life eternal, as 
the ſree gift of God through Jetus Chriſt. See Dr. 
Stennett's and Mr, Palmer's funeral ſermons, — 
Pages 25, 27. 

„% Dr. Witherſpoon. (＋) Acts x, 35. Rom. ii. 14. 
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If men in any ſituation ale their beſt endeavours to 
obtain the approbation of the great Father of the 
univerſe, why ſhould there be a doubt of their intereſt 
in the benefits of that Redeemer's rignteouſneſs, who 
died for all(ww), and ſhed his blood for the life of the 
world? 'There were not wanting thoſe among ſt the hea- 
then who wiſhed and longed for ſuch an inſtructor as 
the bleſſed Jeſus was ; and though in this life they 
may not be acquainted with his name, yet if in 
another ſtate of exiſtence as ſoon as they hear of it, 
they join in ſaying worthy 1s the Lamb that was 
{lain, will they not then be rendered meet to be 
with him where he is that they may behold his 
glory? 

Many prophets and righteous men deſired to ſee 
and hear this ſalvation unfolded, and Chriſt ſpeaks of 
them in ſuch a manner as to leave no room to doubt 
of their being intereſted in it (x). And will not 
all thoſe who would have rejoiced in this Saviour 
had they known him, and received him into their 
hearts with gladneſs, be amongſt the ranſomed of the 
Lord, who ſhall come to Sion with ſongs and ever- 
laſting joy upon their heads ? 

There are then motives which will powerfully en- 
gage all the ſincere diſciples of Jeſus, though they 
do not rely upon, nevertheleſs to abound in works 


of righteouſneſs, They are well pleaſing in the fight 
of 
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(20) 2 Cor. v. 14. (x) Mat. xiii. 17, Luke x, 24. 
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of their heavenly Father as they evidence a love and 
veneraticn for him, they prove the ſincerity of their 
faith in his fon, they tend to promote the happineſs 
of our feliow creatures, and are neceſſary qualifica- 
tions for heaven though they cannot merit its happi- 
ncis, 

Surely then all the redeemed are loudly called 
upon to give the glory where it is due, aſcribing their 
wivle lalvatica to the mercy of God, in Chriſt 
Je us. | 

Who can ſufficiently extol and adore the riches of 
that grace, which hath provided for ſuch fallen, 
guilty creatures as we are, an inheritance, incorrup- 
tible, undefiled and that fadeth not away ? Who 
can ſufficiently magnify the goodne's of our heavenly 
Father, who hath ſet forth his own ſon, to be a prince 
and a Saviour? Had it been conſiſtent with the 
honour of his laws, to have beſtowed life and immor- 
tality upon ſinners in any other way, he ſurely 
would not have given his own ſon to death! There 
are ſuch wonders of wiſdom and goodneſs in the work 
of our redemption, that angels defire to look into 
it (y), as a noble employment of their exalted powers. 
Surely then thoſe for whom this redemption was 
wrought out are under the ſtrongeſt obligations tg 
magnify the Lord, and their ſpirits ſhould rejoice in 
God their Saviour. 'They are loudly called upon to 

aſcribe 
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(y) 1 Pet, i. v2. 
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aſcribe glory to him that ſitteth upon the throne, and 
to the Lamb ſor ever and ever. 

Having profeſſed their belief in God, and their 
gratitude to the Redeemer, they ought, with atten- 
tive care, to practiſe all the duties of a good life.— 
Tneſe things are acceptable to God, and approved 
amongſt men(z). If after we have done, our very 
beſt we ſhall be but unprofitable ſervants, furely if 
we are not careſul to do our beſt, ve cannot expect 
or hope that Chriſt will hereafter ow! us as his. It 
15 not enough to ſay unto him, Lord, Lord, or to 
profeſs the greateſt zeal for the honour oi his name. 
I hoſe who go on to fin wiliully aſter they have re- 
ceived the knowledpe of his truth, trample upon his 
blood (a), do deſpite to the good ſpirit of his grace, 
and utterly, totally, irrecoverably, unqualiſy them- 
ſelves for any ſhare in the redemption he hath wrought 
out, who died to redeem us unto God by redeeming 
us from all iniquity and purifying us unto himſelf, a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works. None are 
more likely to be earneitly deſirous of abounding in 
good works, than thoſe who convinced that in and of 
themſelves they can never merit the favour of God, 
yet know, at the ſame time, that as proofs and evi- 
dences of ſacred eſteem and love for that Saviour, 
whole righteouſneſs alone 15 pra gas they are neceſ- 
ſary, in order promote a regard to him and his cauſe 

amongit 
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(2) Rom. xiv. 18. (a) Heb. *. 29. 


( 24 ) 


amongſt men. Tf thoſe who profeſs to look for ſal- 
vation only through Chriſt, act no better than the 
mere men of the world whoſe portion is in this life, 
they bring diſgrace upon that holy name whereby 
they are called, they prevent, as far as in them lies, 
the reception of his. divine religion amongſt men, 


and at the laſt day, when God ſhall judge the ſecrets 
of men by JFſus Chriſt, it will be more tolerable for 
the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah than for 
ſuch. 

All who are under the genuine influence of goſ- 
pel motives will, in imitation of their divine Mailer 
_ glorify their heavenly Father on earth, and finiſh 
the work which he hath given them to do, rejoicing 
in the aſſurance that if admitted to the happineſs 
of the heavenly ſtate they ſhall love him more and 
ſerve him better. All who ſhall hereafter behold 
the face of God in righteouſneſs, will have ſuch 
clear views, ſuch lively apprebenſions of the value 
of that mercy which hath ſaved them, that they 
ſhall be able to ſpend a long eternity in pleaſure 
and in praiſe. Their ſouls will be tranſported, and 
that through the endleſs ages of eternity, with the 
moſt delightful, raviſhing emotions of reverence and 
love towards Chriſt, - who died, and towards the 
Father, who gave his Son to death, that all his 
humble, obedient, faithful ſervants ſhould be ſaved 
with an everlaſting ſalvation, 


F INI. S. 


